The Holocaust Experience: The Camps

Loss of
Control/Identity

Living Conditions:
Food

Living Conditions:
Filth and Disease

Living Conditions:
Hard Labor

Dread and Death
Immersion

Personal Responses

Gerda
Weissman Klein
All But My Life

clothes taken

beatings for stolen food
gift of raspberry
more food for work

exhausting hours
physically demanding
benefit of reassignment

fear of "penalties" -
particularly physical
violence

making friends
thinking of better times
thinking of going home

Primo Levi
Survival in
Auschwitz

social status by triangle
strict routine dictated

difference in top and
bottom soup
save every crumb

routine for lice/washing
importance of shoes

working in the open
some skilled workers
work while light

gallows
fear of stealing
fear of breaking rules

clean' to remain human
power to refuse consent

Marion
Blumenthal
Lazan
Four Perfect
Pebbles

food better before 1944
when camp was for
political prisoners
food worse in 1944 as
Jews flooded into camp

too many people
inadequate latrines
killing lice
typhus

smell of death
too many bodies
roll calls
dogs
tripped over the dead

trying to stay clean
steal food from kitchen

Elie Wiesel
Night

life controlled by bell
numbers used, no names

father organized food
rations got smaller

work injuries
dangers of operations
dysentery
dangerous in hospital

moving heavy stones
up before dawn
belief work would save

fear of selections

organizing food
hope - another selection
friends keep spirits up
faith/religion
kindness of others
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