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NEWSLETTER

MCHE Celebrates
18 Years

Honoring Our Community's Holocaust Survivors
Thursday, November 3, 2011
Kauffinan Center for the Performing Arts
S
Virtuoso performer, MARVIN HAMLISCH, winner of
three Oscars, four Grammys, four Emmys, one Tony,
and three Golden Globes, as well as a Pulitzer Prize,
will delight MCHE’s audience on this special night.

Mr. Hamlisch has composed some of our best known

and most admired music, including scores for
The Way We Were, The Sting, and Sophies Choice,
as well as Broadway musicals Theyre Playing Our Song
and the groundbreaking, A Chorus Line. Don't miss
this grand night of entertainment and celebration.
*
18th Anniversary Co-Chairs

Rich Hastings, President and CEO of Saint Lukes
Health System and MCHE Board Secretary
Judy Hastings, Writer and Drama Coordinator,
Raytown First Baptist Church

Barbra Porter Hill, Broadcast Journalist and
MCHE Board Vice President, Fund Development

Barbra Porter Hill, Ron Hill, Ron Hill, President and CEO, Redemption Plus
Rich Hastings and Judy Hastings
Photo Credit: Sosland Phototgraphy

g x / I ] Chai? (as in [chaim—to life). The two
y ° Hebrew letters that form the

Photo Credit: Jason Cohn

Patron opportunities are available.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 18 word ‘chai”are chetand yud.

While the celebration of an 18th In Gematria (the numerical

anniversary may seem arbitrary, in Jewish value of Hebrew letters), cher
tradition, it is quite the opposite. To is equivalent to 8 and yud is equivalent to 10.
understand the significance of 18, we turn to Together, they equal 18.
Jewish mysticism, devoted to finding hidden Donations to Jewish charities or gifts
meanings in the numerical value of words. made in honor of rites of passage are often
Each letter in the Hebrew alphabet has made in denominations of 18, which is why
a numerical equivalent and because of this, MCHE’s memberships begin at the $36 level,
every word carries with it a numerical value. or double ¢4ai, and why our 18th anniversary
The word for “life” in Hebrew is “chai” event is to be a Celebration of Life!
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Teaching with Technology—
A True World Wide Web

Recently, I was invited to make a
presentation via video conference on President
Truman’s recognition of the State of Israel
to a group of teachers in Austin, Texas. The
workshop, organized by the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum, gave me the
opportunity to share information from my
office in Independence, Missouri, with teachers
1,000 miles away. The teachers also heard
presentations from speakers at the Museum and
other professionals around the country.

This use of technology to present expert
speakers is a growing trend in education as it
saves money on travel and related expenses.

At the end of my presentation, I was able to
answer teachers” questions via video conference
and to share with them photographs and primary
source documents on the recognition of Israel.
The evaluations of the conference were excellent,
and teachers saw no difference in the level of
interaction compared to a face-to-face conference.

These kinds of technological advances—
which enable us to engage speakers from across
the country at low costs and provide educators
with access to top scholars—are key to the
future of organizations like MCHE.

Facebook & Blog

Video conferences, of course, are just
one example of how technology is advancing
education.

MCHE:' s efforts in this area over the past
12 months include a Facebook presence and
monthly postings on our web site of profiles
of local Holocaust survivors. For our Facebook
followers, the MCHE staff has creatively added
events, profiles of local survivors, anniversary
reminders and links to important documents
and photographs. I personally have learned
a great deal about various aspects of the
Holocaust by reading the snippets posted
over the past six months on a variety of

historical anniversaries. Survivor profiles on
Facebook are taken from MCHE'’s book,

EDUCATORS’ BLOG
http://holocausteducators.blogspot.com

From the Heart: Life
Before and After the
Holocaust - A Mosaic of
Memories, published by
Kansas City Star Books,
and are always well

worth reading.

One of the most

Mark Adams

intriguing aspects of our
use of technology is MCHE’s educators’ blog,
hosted on our web site and featuring articles
written by members of the Isak Federman
Holocaust Teaching Cadre. Recent topics
include resources for character development,
Holocaust fatigue, White Rose Student

Essay Contest advice, and a discussion of the
documentary, A Film Unfinished. All of the
articles were well written and thought provoking,
demonstrating the intelligence and dedication
of the teachers in the cadre. Launched in
October 2009, the blog addresses issues pertinent
to the classroom teacher and provides MCHE’s
professional staff with food for thought in

responding to their questions and dilemmas.

Web Site Enhancement

Raising money through grants and
donations to redesign and expand our web site
presence and to enhance its content is a top
priority for MCHE. Fundraising efforts have
largely been successful, and we are nearing our
goal. We are now able to accept membership
dues and donations securely through the web
site, which is a step in the right direction.

The web site provides a portal for
educators and the general community to learn
about MCHE's programs, resources and events
and to further inform the public about our
mission. I hope that within the next 12 months
we are able to take the web site to the next level,
providing even greater resources and materials
—including digitized survivor testimonies—
not only to our local community, but to a
worldwide network.

n FIND US ON FACEBOOK




EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

From Omaha Beach to Omaha

Each January for nearly two decades, I have
been privileged to attend the winter seminar
of the Association of Holocaust Organizations
(AHO) at the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum. This year, for the first
time, the seminar was held in Paris, France, at
the Memorial de la Shoah, where international
scholars presented Holocaust history from the
perspective of countries that experienced it first-
hand. A group tour of Normandy and Omaha
Beach brought greater meaning to the role
played by the United States and its Allies.

Each June, the AHO also sponsors an
annual conference, which travels from city to
city and was hosted by MCHE in 2000. My
participation has taken me from coast to coast
as well as to Montreal and Toronto, where
my colleagues and I have been inspired by
distinguished scholars and educators and by
each other’s resources and programs. This year’s
conference in Omaha, Nebraska, will afford new
opportunities to network, to discuss issues of
fundraising and security, and to explore topics
ranging from Holocaust education in China to
contemporary genocides.

I am honored to serve as treasurer of the
AHO. My fellow directors, eight in number,
are either individual members or representatives
of member organizations. I have invited our
board president, Dr. William Shulman, to
contribute the following remarks about this
important organization.

Association of Holocaust Organizations
A Brief History
Dr. William Shulman, AHO President

The Association of Holocaust Organizations
(AHO) was formally established in 1985 as
a world-wide network of organizations for
the advancement of Holocaust education,
remembrance and research. Of the 25 or so
of us who met in New York for two days to
define the purpose of the organization, only two
came from outside the United States, one from
Canada and the other from Israel.

The founding group decided that the
AHO should function as a meeting-ground
for professional Holocaust educators, scholars,
museum center directors and staffs, also
including survivor and second generation

Jean Zeldin and Bill Shulman at Omaha Beach

organizations as potential members. Current
mechanisms for this are annual conferences and
seminars, a dedicated listserv, an annual directory
for all those who can use the information, and

a web site, which provides members’ contact
information, an archive of past conferences,

and a listing of traveling exhibits.

When I was elected president in 1988, the
AHO membership had grown to 48 member
organizations, but still there were only a handful
of centers from outside the United States. This
has changed dramatically. As of January 1, 2011,
there were 291 member organizations and 48
individual members. Member organizations are
located in 39 states, Puerto Rico and the District
of Columbia, with approximately 25 percent
outside the United States.

New organizations continue to join the AHO,
which is the only international organization of its
kind. The main function of these organizations
is education, both formal, in terms of teacher
training and teaching students, and informal, in
terms of exhibits and other public events.

An affiliate member of the International
Task Force for Cooperation in Holocaust
Education, Remembrance and Research
(ITF), the AHO has become a leading global
organization in its field. This is due to the fact
that more and more organizations around
the world see the need to be linked to their
counterparts in other countries.

Because of the growing international
component, this year, for the first time in AHO’s
history, we held a major seminar outside North
America. Based on the success of that program,
we are planning to hold a seminar in Austria and
Germany in November of 2012, and we have
invitations to do the same in China in 2013 and

South Africa in 2014.

INTERNATIONAL
MEMBERS OF
THE AHO

Argentina Ireland
Australia Israel
Austria Italy
Belgium Japan

Brazil Lithuania
Canada Mexico
Chile Netherlands
China Norway
Croatia Poland

Czech Republic  Russia

Denmark South Africa
France Sweden
Germany Ukraine

Greece United Kingdom
Hungary Uruguay

-

To learn more about the Association
of Holocaust Organizations, visit
www.ahoinfo.org. For additional
information about the work of

the International Task Force, visit
http://www.holocausttaskforce.org/
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MCHE HOURS
Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.
Office Closings:
* April 19,20, 25, 26 (Passover)
* May 30 (Memorial Day)
* June 8,9 (Shavuot)
* July 4
MCHE's resource center will be
open until 7 p.m. on Wednesdays
through May 18.




CURRENT MCHE MEMBERS AS OF MARCH 31,

WHITE ROSE SOCIETY
PATRONS

Jim & Pamela Ash

Herb & Bonnie Buchbinder
Larry & Donna Gould Cohen
Paul & Katherine DeBruce
Maria Devinki

Sam Devinki

Buzzah & Lisa Feingold

Ed & Sandi Fried

Marian Grossman

Barnett & Shirley Helzberg
Ron & Barbra Porter Hill
John & Trudy Jacobson
Jagoda Family Foundation
Gordon & Suzanne Kingsley
Bill & Regina Kort

Sanford Mitchell

Allen & Debra Parmet

Ed & Karen Porter

Bill & Vicki Reisler

Tommy & Faye Sight
William Tompkins

David & Ellice Vittor
Michael Weindling & Patricia Hurley

WHITE ROSE SOCIETY
BENEFACTORS

Anonymous

Mickey & Marge Adler

Andy & Gwyn Atterbury

Irene Bettinger

Jeff & Suzanne Buhai

Stan Bushman

Steve Chick

Tom & Gail Cluen

Paul & Bunni Copaken

Exxon Mobil Foundation
Federman Families

Eddie & Gloria Baker Feinstein
Frank & Sondra Friedman

Paul & Susie Gershon

Ronnie & Susie Goldsmith
Sam Gould

Rip & Clara Grossman

Allen & Gail Gutovitz

Rich & Judy Hastings

Charles Helzberg & Sandra Baer
Mike & Karen Herman

Lynn & Marilynn Hoover
Howard & Ro Jacobson

Bruce & Gayle Krigel

Jim & Jill Maidhof

Rob & Caryn Mandel

Jack Mandelbaum

Jeff & Suzanne Tompkins Myers
Allen & Jeanie Parelman

Joe & Stacy Parelman

Stuart & Sharon Pase

Bill Pfeiffer & Mary Kay McPhee
Hal & Carol Sader

Bill & Fani Schifman

Martin & Claire Seem

Steve & llene Simon

Burt & Barbara Smoliar

Joe Smuckler & Marcia Karbank
Neil and Blanche Sosland
Danny & AriWeindling

Shirley White

Bob & Jean Zeldin

Joe & Julie Zwillenberg

PARTNERS

David & Alice Jacks Achtenberg
J. Kent Barnhart

Vic & Susan Bergman
Irwin & Rita Blitt

Larry Brenner

Marcia Duke

Steve & Milisa Flekier
Lance & Terry Goldberg
David Goodman

Rocky & Susan Horowitz
Vera Isenberg

Harvey & Michele Kaplan
Jim & Lisa Klein

Phil & Marie Koffman
Barry Krigel

Craig & Colleen Ligibel
Lowenstein Brothers Foundation
Mark & Ellie Mandelbaum
Aaron March

Bob & Shirley Meneilly
Jim & Nicole Murray

4

Mark Myron & Debbie Smith
Jeff & Carole Rosen

Herb & Charyl Rubin
Sammy Scott

John Sharp

Leland & Jill Shurin

David & Rachel Sosland
Arthur & Barbara Stern
Marvin Szneler

Lowell & Evy Tilzer
Adeline Trempy

Michael & Linda Wunsch
Jill Zeldin

Gerald Zobel

Louie & Janet Zwillenberg

ASSOCIATES

Mark & Lucinda Adams
Ambassador Dry Wall

Steve & Diane Azorsky

Sam & Janice Balot

Andrew & Sharon Barber
Tom & Johanna Baruch
Tyler & Stacy Van Der Tuuk Benson
Bill & Maureen Berkley
Donavon & Cathy Blake
Henry & Marion Bloch
Harvey Bodker

Shawsie Branton

Edith Bratt

Steve & Ellen Bresky

Paul & Becky Brooks

Anne Chasnoff

Jonathan & Ellen Chilton
Sandy Cohn

Gary & Debby Cortes
Zandy & Peggy Davis

Gus & Elinor Eisemann
Mark Eisemann & Leslie Mark
Janice Ellis

Jerry Enslein

Gertie Epstein

Harriet Epstein

Ken & Rose Fichman

Bernie Fromm

Josh & Ronna Garry

Steve & Sandy Geduldig

Bob & Jackie Gershon

Tom & Anne Gill

Bill & Cherie Ginsberg
Byron & Geri Lyn Ginsburg
Allan Golad

Gerry Goldberg

John Goldberg & Marla Brockman
Stanley & Carolyn Goldman
Marvin & Adelle Goldstein
Leon & Iris Goodhart

Stan & Janey Goodman
Marty & Rosemary Gorin
Rudy & Phyliss Green

Dick Greenberg

Don & Marilyn Griffin
Sheldon Grossman

Herbert & Ruth Gruenebaum
Ralph & Gay Hartwich

John & Reesa Helzberg

Jim & Joyce Hess

Cheryl Hewitt

Bob Hill

Harry & Gail Himmelstein
Bill & Lynn Intrater

Ann Jacobson

Norman & Sybil Kahn
Milton & Sharon Katz

Ward & Donna Katz

Andy & Lynn Kaufman

Kurt & Stephanie Kavanaugh
Robert & Carol Keeney
Ada Gillespie Kelly

John & Ann Kenney

Deedee King

Bill Knight & Lorie Federman
Bill Koenigsdorf & Kay Johnson
Jason & Heather Kort
Sandy & Erlene Krigel

John & Patricia Kurtz

Don & Frankie* Larsen
Bruce & Devra Lerner

Paul Lerner

Jim & Karen Lesky

Bernard & Joan Levine
Howard & Sharon Levitan
George & Floriene Lieberman
Esther Loeb

John Mandelbaum & Bruce Larsen
Alan Markowitz

Gerald & Jean McNamara
Kurt & Marilyn Metzl

Matt & Stefani Miller
Ministries of New Life
Jack & Elaine Mondschein
Stanley* & Shirley Morantz
Jules Moskowitz/DST Systems
Jack & Marlene Nagel
David Naster

Jerry & Margaret Nerman
Rick & Barbara Novorr
Dennis & Laura Patton
Joel & Brenda Pelofsky
Shelly & Stevie Pessin
David & Carol Porter
Mike & Sheryl Porter

Jay & Ellen Portnoy

Diane Ravis

Joel & Diana Resnick

Mike & Laurel Rogovein
Howard & Rosanne Rosen
Stewart & Merna Saliman
Keith Schmedemann

Alan & Julie Schneider
Mike & Cathy Schultz
Peter & Amy Shapiro
Peyton & Carole Sher
Steve & Judy Sherry
Sylvan* & Merna Siegler
Paul Silbersher

Josh & Jane Sosland
Stewart & Esther Stein
Todd & Shirley Stettner
Dan & Jennie Stolper
Doug & Kathy Stone
Gene Strauss

Dave & Susie Swift

Bill & Marcia Tammeus

Joe & Judy Tauber

Harvey & Donna Thalblum
Rob & Paula Thomson
Cliff & Carol Trenton
Ralph & Nina Turec

Chuck & Ester Udell

Ann Unger

Steve Unterman & Ellen Murphy
Robert & Doris Virden
Susan Vogel

Robert & Carolyn Walla
Ed & Donna Warren

Judy Wasserman

John & Pat Weed

Morris & Jean Wise
Michael & Ruth Worthington
Ryan & Katie Zeldin

Stan & Joyce Zeldin

Hugh & Eulalie Zimmer
Karl & Beth Zobrist

CONTRIBUTORS

Frank Adler

Ed & Cheryl Alexander
Avrom & Rachel Altman
Evert & Susan Asjes
Martha Atlas

Tom & Carol Barnett

Max & Doreen Berenbom
Steve & Judy Jacks Berman
Doris Bernhard

Mike & Sherry Blumenthal
Christopher & Jessica Bobal
Betty Brand

Bernard & Barbara Brown
Alan & Linda Cohen

Al & Sharon Cohen
Madonna Colip

Rita Cortes

Patrick & Jannie Cubbage
Jacques & Denisse Cukierkorn
Adela Dagerman

Mike & Ellen Dalen

Barry & Pat Daneman
Gene De Leve

Sid Devins

Raymond Doswell &

Bonita Baxter-Doswell
Dan & Janet Berkley Dubrava
Estelle Edelbaum
Mark Edelman & Karin Lichterman
Howard & Sonia Eichenwald
Roger & Virginia Emley
Paul Flam
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Janie Flynn
Harvey & SuEllen Fried
Dan & Mary Lou Fritts
Steve & Eileen Gaffen
Zolan & Doris Gilgus
Abe & Estelle Grundstein
Dan & Helen* Guckenheimer
Don & Adele Hall
Marc Hammer & Alana Muller
Hannah Harris
Jeff & Stephanie Herman
Jean Hiersteiner
Laura Hockaday
Stan & Emily House
Mamie Hughes
Cheryl Intrater
David & Judy Jacobs
Cathy Jenkins & Family
Max Jevinsky
Keith & Deborah Jordan
Simon Kalish
Barry Kaseff &

Jessica Rudnick-Kaseff
Meyer Katzman
Susan Kirschbaum
Lori Klarfeld
Tibor & Carla Klausner
Seymour & Marsha Krinsky
David & Kerry Kuluva
Ben & Elinor Kutler
Bruce & Linda Larkins
Isabel Letsch
Adele Levi
Pete & Enid Levi
Norman & Clara Levine
Tom & Alice Lewinsohn
Norbert & Lilian Lipschuetz
Michael Liss & Beth Kaplan-Liss
Evan & Andrea Luskin
Jeff & Sharon Mallin
Erika Mandler*
Walter* & Joan March
Morris & Ruth Margolies
Adam & Kimberly Matsil
Mary Ann Meeks
David & Marty Miller
Rod & Gerre Minkin
Sara Mittelman
Marc & Alana Muller
Sere & Mary Jane Myers
Mark & Vicky Nanos
Steve & Rosie Nochlin
Lee & Esther Pearlmutter
Floyd & Susan Pentlin
Scott & Gay Ramsey
James & Karen Remer
John & Jessica Rockhold
Doug & Judy Rope
Walter Rosel
Marty & Matilda Rosenberg
Cy & Esther Rudnick
Neil & Bitsy Sader
Jeff & Linda Sander
Bob & Madeline Schifman
Carl & Bonnie Schulkin
Lynn Schweig
Mark & Toube Searles
Charles Shapiro
Jeffrey & Hedy Shron
Danny & Melynn Sight
Stan & Rosemary Yarmo Silverman
Bob & Aletha Simon
Bill & Janelle Smith
Paul & Deborah Sokoloff
Morrie & Sharon Soltz
Marilyn Stearns
Steve & Barb Stras
Howard & Gerry Trilling
John & Barbara Waldron
Gary & Gail Weinberg
Julie Wenderott
Craig & Carol Wilson
Ed & Kristen Wilson
Ria Wolf
Erna Wolowski
Sam & Donna Zavelo
Sarah Zeldin

DONORS

Harold & Marie Asner
Sol & Mickey Batnitzky
Phillis Bengis

John & Evi Bergl

Betty Bikson

THANK YOU!

Leon Bloch

Thelma Byers

Sidney & Rose Carr
Harriet Charno

Ricky* & Mary Covitz
Mark & Diane Davidner
Jerry & Liz Davidow
Diane Dermer

Harold & Arla Edelbaum
Bill Edelman

Jacob & Hilda Enoch
Debbie Entine

Harold & Judy Esrig

Paul & Brenda Fingersh
Joel & Annette Fish
Brian & Ann French
Trudi Galblum

William & Sandra Gasser
Jeff & Karen Gerson
David & Mary Ann Goldstein
Erich & Halley Goldstein
Irene Goodman

Bob & Evie Grant

Sam & Susan Gutovitz
Berenice Haberman
Steven & Susan Hammer
Tom & Jan Harness

Matt & Shanna Haun
Lloyd & Judy Hellman
Robert & Roberta Herman
Phillip & Jackie Hermanson
Jeff & Laurie Horn

David & Fran Kanter
Arthur & Pinky Kase
Art & Salli Katz

Leon Katzberg

Betsy Khalili

Joann Kinney

Sol & Rosette Koenigsberg
Rachel Kort

Danielle Levine

David & Toby Levine
Martin* & Judy Levy
Rodney & Molly Longhofer
Carol Margolin

Joel & Susan Markowitz
Joseph Megerman

Bob & Nancy Milgrim
Sue Seidler Nerman
David & Patty Newkirk
Peter & Bev Newman
Elizabeth Nussbaum
Flossie Pack

David & Amanda Palan
Steven & Jennifer Paul
Jack Polak

Betty Price

Isac & Elaine Rosenberg
Steve & Karen Rothstein
Jay & Sandra Rozen
Shirley Sander

Lilly Segelstein

Nathan & Ruth Shechter
Richard & Connie Simon
Max & Sonny Singer

Dan & Ann Stern

Tea Stiefel

Lorraine Stiffelman
Rowena Turk

David & Mindy Wajcman
Bradley & Barbara VWarady
Sonia Warshawski
Sheldon Wishna

Joseph & Elaine York

EDUCATORS
Suzanne Bunkers
Marilyn Cowan
Mary Cummings
Marlis Grad

Galen Green

Eli & Amy Kanarek
Sid & Nan Kanter
Mary Ann McCue
Jerry & Linda McMaster
Bernhard Rosenberg
Ron Scrogham
Adam & Tamar Stein
Maureen Wilt

STUDENTS

Danny Rosen
Sam Rosen

*of blessed memory

We regret any errors or omissions and would appreciate your contacting the MCHE office at 913-327-8190 or info@mchekc.org with any needed corrections.



Purchase MCHE Films For Your
School or Home Library

Featured in MCHE's 18th Anniversary Film Series, these documentaries combine personal testimonies
by Kansas City area survivors and other local eyewitnesses to the Holocaust with archival photographs
and maps. Each is appropriate for both home viewing and classroom settings, grades 7 and up.

Full-length versions of nearly 50 individual testimonies are available for on-site viewing, by
appointment, at the MCHE resource center, and condensed versions are available for free loan.

FILM SERIES ORDER FORM

Mail your completed order form to the Midwest Center for Holocaust Education,
5801 West 115th Street, Suite 106, Overland Park, KS 66211 or use the attached envelope.
Please allow 3 weeks for delivery. To save time and shipping charges, you may purchase DVDs
in person ar the MCHE office, M-F 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. We recommend that you call
913-327-8192 to confirm availability.

The Holocaust: Through Our Own Eyes Kansas residents add 8.65% tax $
presents an overview of the Holocaust from (o provide copy of sales tax exemption)
the end of World War I through liberation
and arrival in the United States. Shipping and Handling (to same address)
[J School ;/e;sion (38 minutes)$ [ $3.00 for 1-5 items $

x $25.00 .
[ Community Version (58 minutes) [ $6.00 for 6-9 items $

x $25.00 $ [] $10.00 for 10 or more items  $

Gift Card

Thematic programs listed below are available O L
in both auto-play and chaptered versions $3.00 eac
(recommended for schools). Please indicate ORDER TOTAL $

your preferred format:

Your Name
Your Address
0 Kristallnacht (47 minutes) S
treet
x $15.00 $ _ ]
[ The Ghettos (34 minutes) City
x $15.00 $ State Zip
[ Auschwitz (44 minutes) Daytime Phone:
x $15.00 $ —
O In Hiding (70 minutes) ~mat
. * j$15.00 . $ [] Check enclosed
O Liberation and Afier (38 minutes) .
$15.00 g [ Please charge to my credit card.
—— X [J Amex [] Discover
Total Purch $ [J MasterCard  [] Visa
otal Purchase
Number
Special newsletter discount Exp. Date
for MCHE members (-10%) $ S
Not sure if youre a member? 1g‘nat'ure
See page 4. Join now to receive Shipping address (if different from above)
your discount and support MCHE! Address
Sub-total $ Sl
(after discount, if applicable) State Zip

MCHE I18TH
ANNIVERSARY
FILM SERIES

In celebration of 18 years of
service to the community and in
appreciation of the community’s
strong and generous support,
MCHE launched a free monthly film
series beginning in January.

Based on more than 100 hours of
video testimonies by local Holocaust
survivors and other eyewitnesses,
the six featured films comprise

part of MCHE’s Witnesses to the
Holocaust Archive.

Two films remain to be screened at
7:30 p.m. at the Jewish Community
Campus, 5801 West | 15th Street,
Overland Park, Kansas:
* In Hiding—May 19
(White Theatre)
* Liberation and Aftermath—
June 23 (Social Hall)

Each film is preceded by a topic-
appropriate introduction and
followed by a question-and-answer
session, light reception and DVD
sales.There is no charge for
admission, but reservations are
requested three days in advance for
planning purposes (913-327-8196
or rsvp@mchekc.org).

Funding for the Witnesses to the
Holocaust Project and the Archive
has been provided by the William T.
Kemper Foundation, David Woods
Kemper Memorial Foundation,
Oppenstein Brothers Foundation,
Conference on Jewish Material
Claims Against Germany, Jewish
Federation of Greater Kansas City,
and Jewish Heritage Foundation—
with special consideration from
Outpost Worldwide.

The film series is funded, in

part, by a grant from the White
Theatre Grantor Fund of the
Jewish Community Foundation of
Greater Kansas City.




HOLOCAUST
REMEMBRANCE

Time to Remember

This year’s community Yom HaShoah
service will take place on Sunday,
May | at 1:30 p.m. in the Lewis
and Shirley White Theatre at the
Jewish Community Campus in
Overland Park, Kansas.

In commemoration of the 70th
anniversary of the destruction

of the “Jewish Heartland”—the
communities of Eastern Europe,
this year’s program will feature
readings from first-person accounts
of Jewish life before the Holocaust.

This annual commemoration is
organized by the Jewish Community
Center, the Jewish Community
Relations Bureau/American Jewish
Committee,and the Midwest
Center for Holocaust Education,
with financial support from local
Jewish agencies and congregations.

Community Programs

April 27 « Yom HaShoah Service
Rockhurst University
Kansas City, Missouri

Reading of Names 8:45 a.m.- 2:00 pm.

Prayer Service 2:45 - 3:15 p.m.
Mabee Chapel, Massman Hall

May 2 e State of Kansas
Commemoration

Kansas State Historical Museum
Topeka, Kansas

1:00 - 2:15 p.m.

Sponsored by the Kansas
Holocaust Commission

Call 785-272-6040 for more
information ¢ Seating limited to 200

May 3 ¢ The Story of the Arts of
the Holocaust

Maple Woods Community College
Kansas City, Missouri

Campus Center Arbor Room

6:30 p.m.

Contact: Jim Murray, 816-604-3305
or jim.murray@mccke.edu

All events are free and open to
the public.

Wyandotte County Historical Museum

Hosts Exhibition on Nazi Book Burnings

OUR JEWISH PAST EXHIBITION ALSO ON DISPLAY

From April 20 through June 17, the both immediately
Wyandotte County Historical Museum, and in the years
631 North 126th, Bonner Springs, Kansas, thereafter.
will host the United States Holocaust In conjunction
Memorial Museum’s traveling exhibition with Fighting the

Fighting the Fires of Hate: America and the Nazi  Fires of Hate, the
Book Burnings. Using documents, film, video Wyandotte County

and newsreel footage, the exhibition provides Historical Museum Rabbi Miller and Confirmation
wvid look at the fi the Nazi k i1l disol Class of 1953. Ohev Sholom,

a vivid look at the first steps the Nazis took to will display Kansas City, Kansas

suppress freedom of expression and the strong Our Jewish Past, From Our Jewish Past

response that occurred in the United States highlighting contributions made by the Jewish

businesses, synagogues and individuals of
Wyandotte County.
Support for Fighting the Fires of Hate

Mary D. Cohen Charitable Trust, Midwest

Helen Keller’s work, Wie ich Sozialisten wurde (How
| Became a Socialist) was banned by the Nazi regime.
Credit: Courtesy U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum/Library of Congress VISIt WWW. Wycomuseum.wordpress.com.

on the exhibition and related programs,

community to the county’s history, including

and Our Jewish Pasthas been provided by the
Kansas Humanities Council, the Barton P. and

Center for Holocaust Education, and Kansas City
Kansas Public Library. For more information

Special Programs Enhance Book Burning Exhibition

Third Reich/2010: Censorship Then and Now * May 10, 6:30 p.m., Wyandotte County Museum

Join Ronda Hassig, member of MCHE’s teaching cadre, in exploring the books that were

burned as well as issues of censorship.

Witnesses to the Holocaust: Kristallnacht ® May 12, 6:30 p.m., George Meyn Community Center
Dir. Frances Sternberg, MCHE's director of university programs and adult education, will provide

historical context for this documentary film featuring survivors from the Kansas City community.
The Nazi Book Burnings: The Third Reich’s Prelude to the Destruction of European Jewry

May 26, 6:30 p.m., Wyandotte County Museum
UMKC graduate students Kevin Baker and Kelsey Rosborough offer their insights to the
1933 book burnings.

Red Cross Tracing Services ® June 9, 5:30 p.m., Wyandotte County Museum

Jennifer Tarwater, Director of Disaster Services, will discuss the work of the Holocaust and

War Victims Tracing Services.

Second Generation Presentation * June 12, 2:00 p.m., George Meyn Community Center
Steve Cole, a child of survivors and member of MCHE's Speakers Bureau, will talk about
his family’s history as it relates to the Holocaust.

To schedule group tours, call 913-573-5002 or email pschurkamp@wycokck.org.
Educational resources and teaching suggestions related to Fighting the Fires of Hate
are available at http://www.mcheke.org/bookburningteachingmaterials.htm.
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Summer Programs Feature
Renowned Historians

Auschwitz in the Courtroom

Presented by Dr. Robert Jan van Pelt

July 19, 7:30 p.m. * Jewish Community

Campus Social Hall ® Overland Park, Kansas
Dr. Robert Jan van Pelt

holds degrees from the University

of Leiden in art history and classical

archaeology, architectural history,

and the history of ideas. His interest
in biographies of the architects of

Dr. Robert
Jan van Pelt  Auschwitz led him to study the history

of the camp, and in 2000, acknowledged as
the world’s leading expert on Auschwitz, he

participated in Deborah Lipstadt’s defense team
in the civil suit brought by British Holocaust
denier David Irving, who was ultimately defeated.

Dr. van Pelt has authored numerous
highly acclaimed books, including the award-
winning, Auschwitz 1270 to the Present, and has
recently completed a fully annotated edition
of one of the very few concentration camp
diaries to come out of the Holocaust. David
Koker's Ar The Edge of the Abyss: Concentration
Camp Diary, 1943-44 will be published by
Northwestern University Press later this year.
He has also contributed countless numbers of
essays to books and journals over the past 25
years and has appeared in numerous films and
television documentaries. He is a professor at
the School of Architecture of the University of
Waterloo in Ontario, Canada.

Seating is limited and complimentary
advance tickets are required. Please call
913-327-8196, email rsup@mcheke.org,
or stop by the MCHE office after May 1.

James McDonald and the
Refugee Crisis 1933-1946
Presented by Dr. Severin Hochberg
July 21, 7:00 p.m. ® Truman Library
Independence, Missouri Dr. Severin

Co-editor of Refugees and Hochberg
Rescue: The Diaries and Papers of James G. McDonald,
Dr. Hochberg will discuss the private diaries of
James G. McDonald, chairman of Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s advisory committee on refugees from
May 1938 until nearly the end World War II.
The writings offer a unique and hitherto unknown
insight into the early history of the Nazi regime
and the Roosevelt administration’s reactions to
Nazi persecution of German Jews.

Dr. Hochberg earned his Ph.D. in European
History at New York University and taught at Sarah
Lawrence College. He was a historian at the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum for 17 years,
helping in the years 1990-1993 to create their
permanent exhibition. He currently teaches
Holocaust history, Modern European History,
and the Origins of Anti-Semitism at George
Washington University. He specializes in refugee
issues during the Holocaust and is a primary
editor of a projected three-volume work based on
the diaries and papers of President Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s confidant James G. McDonald.

A book signing and reception will follow the
program. This event is sponsored by the Harry
S.Truman Library and the Midwest Center for
Holocaust Education.

This event is free but reservations are
strongly suggested as space is limited. Please call
816-268-8200 to reserve your seats today.

The History Behind the Nazi Book Burnings

On the night of May 10, 1933, just
months after Adolf Hitler and the Nazis had
come to power, right-wing students in 34
university towns across Germany marched in
torchlight parades “against the un-German
spirit” and called for Nazi officials, university
faculty and chaplains, and student leaders to
address the participants and spectators.

Then, singing songs and taking “fire oaths”
as band music played, in large open-air

bonfires, the students burned thousands of
“un-German books,” taken in raids on public
and university libraries, private collections
and bookstores. The events also received
widespread media attention—not only
newspaper coverage, but also “live” radio
broadcasts of the songs and speeches.

This article continues at

hitp:/www.mcheke.org/Bookburninghistory. htm.

\

Course for Educators
RESPONSESTO
THE HOLOCAUST:
PERPETRATORS,
VICTIMS,
BYSTANDERS

July 18-21,8:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.,
Jewish Community Campus

July 18-19—Through lecture and
discussion, based on his book
Holocaust:A History, Dr. Robert van
Pelt will focus on the responses
of the perpetrators and of

Jewish victims.

July 20—Dr. Severin Hochberg
will provide an in-depth analysis
of the international response to
the Holocaust, including a focus
on refugee issues, bystanders and
the responses of the churches.

July 21—Through the use of
web-based testimonies, Mitch Braff,
director of the Jewish Partisan
Education Foundation, will

explore Jewish responses to

the Holocaust, specifically

armed and unarmed resistance.

A registration fee of $75 ($65 if
paid by May 16) covers course
materials, including Holocaust: A
History, lunch on site Monday and
Tuesday, and snacks each day, with
lunch on your own Wednesday
and Thursday. Two hours of optional
graduate credit will be available
from Baker University. A separate
enrollment fee, payable to Baker
University, will be collected on
the first day of class. Full details
and registration form are available
at http://www.mchekc.org/
Responsescourse.htm.

Funding for this course has been provided
by the Jewish Community Foundation of
Greater Kansas City and by the Oppenstein
Brothers Foundation. Additional support

for MCHE’s 2010-201 | School Outreach
and Teacher Education programs has

been provided by the Jewish Federation of
Greater Kansas City and by the Menorah
Legacy Foundation of Greater Kansas City.
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Go to www.mchekc.org
for an online version of this
newsletter plus additional
history and resources.

MCHE Annual
Meeting and

Elections

This event is open to the community.
Invitations will be mailed in May to current
MCHE members. Call 913-327-8196 or email
rsvp@mcheke.org to make reservations.

If you are not an MCHE member and
wish to join, please use the remittance envelope
located between pages 4 and 5. You may
also make your secure donation online at
hetp://mcheke.org/JoinContribute.htm or
call 913-327-8192 to charge by phone.

As part of a recent by-laws and policy review,
the MCHE Board of Directors voted to move
the annual meeting from its traditional time
in January. Other changes, to be implemented
in_June, include the creation of a Council of
Advocates in lieu of the Board of Governors.

MONDAY
JUNE 6,201 |
7 P.M.

Jewish Community Campus
Honoring
Mark Adams, Outgoing President
Featured Speaker
Tim Rives, Assistant Director
Eisenhower Presidential Library
and Museum
Topic
Not-So-Famous Last Words:
What Did Ike Say When He Ordered
the D-Day Invasion?




